
Brief Book Review Rubric 
One 
Paragraph 
Summary 
 
 
 

4 
Student clearly 

summarizes 
key theme and 

briefly 
describes 
characters 

3 
Student summarizes 

key theme and 
briefly describes 

characters 

2 
Student made an 

effort to 
summarize key 

theme and briefly 
describe 

characters 

1 
Student made 
minimal or no 

effort to summarize 
key theme and 
briefly describe 

characters 
G.U.M. 
 
 
 

Few or no 
errors 

Some errors Numerous errors G.U.M. errors 
interfere with 

reading 

Author’s  
Message or  
What you 
Learned 
 

Student clearly 
identifies 
author’s 
message 

Student identifies 
author’s message 

Student made an 
effort to identify 
author’s message 

Student made 
minimal or no 

effort to identify 
author’s message 

Student’s 
Judgment or 
Point of View 

Student clearly 
states personal 
judgment or 
point of view 

Student states 
personal judgment 
or point of view 

Student made an 
effort to state 

personal 
judgment or point 

of view 

Student made 
minimal or no 
effort to state 

personal judgment 
or point of view 

 


